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Carlin-type gold deposits are the most important gold source in the US, and 

provide approximately 10% of world gold supply.  Because of the very fine-

grained nature of gold in these deposits, they have only fairly recently (~40 years 

ago) been recognized and exploited.  Intense research over the past 40 years has 

led to a much better understanding of the geologic processes that have resulted in 

these important deposits.  In the Great Basin, they appear to reflect a confluence of 

geologic events including passive margin sedimentation, compressional and 

extensional tectonics, magmatism, and mineral surface geochemistry.  However, 

there are still controversial aspects of the deposits and much remains to be 

understood with regard to their origin and, in particular, their global distribution. 

(This talk will present an overview of Carlin-type deposits from the microscale to 

the macroscale.) 

 


